
The race was dominated by 22-year-old Roger De Vlaeminck. This native of Eeklo turned 
professional in 1969 and immediately took victory in the Omloop Het Volk and in the Belgian 
Championship. In his second year as a professional, he continued that trend by winning Liège-
Bastogne-Liège.  
In the Scheldeprijs, the young star was outstanding. He arrived alone at Schoten town hall.  

58th SCHELDEPRIJS  

July 28 

ROADMAP  
Schoten, Brecht, Hoogstraten, Merksplas, Lichtaart, Tongerlo, Westerlo, Averbode, Herselt, Ramsel, 
Booischot, Heist-op-den-Berg, Itegem, Nijlen, Grobbendonk, Pulle, Pulderbos, Zandhoven, Oelegem, 
Schilde, ’s-Gravenwezel, Schoten (192 km) and three local laps. Total 241 km.  



Roger De Vlaeminck 
(°Eeklo 24.08.1947)   

 
is one of the greatest champions of all time. He won 
just about all the classics (3x Milan-Sanremo, 4x 
Paris-Roubaix, Tour of Flanders, Waalse Pijl, Liège-
Bastogne-Liège, 2x Tour of Lombardy, 2x Omloop 
Het Volk). He also won the Tour of Switzerland, 6x 
(!)Tirreno-Adriatico and in the Giro he finished 
fourth.  
He was also 2x Champion of Belgium and even 
became cyclo-cross world champion. De Vlaeminck 
rode professionally between 1969 and 1986.  

René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
101 participants 
1. Roger De Vlaeminck, 228 km in 5h30m (41,454 km/h); 2. Raf Hooyberghs at 10”; 3. Alfons 
Scheys; 4. Daniël Van Ryckeghem at 3’30”; 5. Frans Kerremans; 6.Marc Sohet; 7. Gilbert 
Wuytack at 4’30”; 8. Georges Pintens; 9. Ronald De Witte; 10. Jackie Coene at 4’40”; 11. 
Roland Vande Rijse; 12. Frans Brands; 13. Leif Mortensen (Den); 14. Eric De Vlaeminck at 
5’05”; 15. Jan Krekels (Ned);  
16. Harry Steevens (Ned); 17. Eddy Goossens; 18. Eric Leman at 5’35”; 19. Michaël Wright (Gbr); 20. Maurice 
Dury; 21. Emile Bodart; 22. Willy Van den Eynde; 23. Hugo Hellemans; 24. René De Bie; 25. Willy In ’t Ven; 26. 
Huub Harings (Ned); 27. Jos van der Vleuten (Ned); 28. Roger Rosiers; 29. André Poppe; 30. Herman 
Vanspringel; 31. André Dierickx; 32. Eddy Reniers; 33. Julien Tijdgadt; 34. André Wouters; 35. Maurice Evers. 



84 riders were present at the start in Schoten, ready to achieve a 180 km circuit, completed with four 
local laps.  The race was very fast and a breakaway which will last till the finish, started after only 110 
km, in Heist-op-den-Berg, launched by Frans Mintjens. Johan De Muynck, Roger Kindt and Staf Van 
Roosbroeck went with him. The gap with the bunch reached 6 minutes. In the final lap, Van 
Roosbroeck attacked and nobody was able to catch him.  

59th SCHELDEPRIJS  

July 27 

ROADMAP  
Schoten, Brecht, Hoogstraten, Beerse, Lichtaart, Tongerlo, Westerlo, Averbode, Herselt, 
Booischot, Heist-op-den-Berg, Itegem, Kessel, Nijlen, Herenthout, Bouwel, Grobbendonk, Pulle, 
Pulderbos, Zandhoven, Oelegem, Schilde, ’s-Gravenwezel, Schoten and 3 ½ local laps in an 
eight shape. Total 242 km. 



Gustaaf Van Roosbroeck 
(°Hulshout 16.05.1948)   

 
Staf was an excellent young rider. Immediately after 
he finished the 3rd in the ’69 World Championship 
behind Leif Mortensen and Jempi Monseré, Staf 
turned a professional.  He raced till 1981 and won 64 
professional races. Besides the Scheldeprijs ‘71, also 
stages in the Tour of Belgium, Luxemburg, Romandy 
and Switzerland, the Three Days of De Panne ‘79, 
Kuurne-Brussel-Kuurne ‘72, Through Belgium ’79, 
GP Denain ’72, Closure Prize in Putte-Kapellen ’72 
and ’73. He lost the Scheldeprijs ‘76 after a strange 
doping affair.  At the end of ’81 Staf decided to stop 
his career in Putte-Kapellen.  He left cycling world 
and became sales representative for cosmetics 
products Mylène. Brother Louis and sons Chris and 
Kurt kept working in cycling, like mechanic and 

soigneur.  Staf, the man from the Kempen region who lives in the Wechelderzande, retried a few 
years ago. He almost never goes to races but he follows the races in the media.   
 

René Vermeiren 

RESULT  
84 participants  
1. Gustaaf Van Roosbroeck, 242 km in 5h45m (42,086 km/h); 2. Frans Mintjens at 20”; 3. Johan 
De Muynck; 4. Roger Kindt at 2’25”; 5. Jos van Beers (Ned) at 2’35”; 6. Frans Verbeeck; 7. André 
Dierickx; 8. Roger Rosiers; 9. Rik Van Linden; 10. Jos Huysmans; 11. Giovanni Jimenez (Col); 12. 
Ward Janssens; 13. Jos Abelshausen; 14. Lucien Van Impe; 15. Georges Pintens;  
16. Georges Claes (Zonhoven); 17. Roger Loysch (Zonhoven); 18. Jos Boons; 19. Marc Sohet; 20. Eddy 
Goossens; 21. Walter Planckaert; 22. Daniël Van Ryckeghem; 23. Ger Harings (Ned); 24. Frans Kerremans; 25. 
André Poppe; 26. Frans Verhaegen; 27. Keith Oliver (Aus); 28. Hendrik Mariën; 29. Ronny Van de Vijver; 30. 
Mathijs De Koning (Ned); 31. Frans Maes; 32. Frans Staes; 33. Bill Bilsland (Gbr); 34. Georges Claes (Kerkom); 
35. Gilbert Wuytack; 36. Willy De Geest; 37. Emile Bodart; 38. Roger Cooreman; 39. Julien Van Lint; 40. Etienne 
Antheunis; 41. Gerard David; 42. Willy Moonen; 43. Englebert Opdebeeck; 44. Ludo Van Staeyen; 45. Eddy 
Reniers; 46. Georges Van Coningsloo; 47. Mathias Gerrits (Ned); 48. Eddy Verstraeten; 49. Willy Vanneste; 50. 
Jaak De Boever; 51. Willy Scheers; 52. Maurice Evers.  



Eddy Merckx attacked and attacked again, all day through, in this rainy Scheldeprijs.  He is caught at 
10 km from the finish after his fifth attempt.  Godefroot, Vanspringel, Verbeeck and other riders like De 
Witte chased indeed very hard to try and catch him. It looks like a sprint will end the race. But Eddy 
definitely wants to win! He attacks again at 2 km from the finish. He only is able to do something like 
that. Surprising Domingo Perurena goes with him but not for long. Nobody is able to counter-attack. 
The world champion receives a real ovation in front of Schoten City Hall.   

60th SCHELDEPRIJS  

August 1 

ROADMAP  
Schoten, Brecht, Hoogstraten, Beerse, Lichtaart, Tongerlo, Westerlo, Averbode, Herselt, Booischot, 
Heist-op-den-Berg, Itegem, Kessel, Nijlen, Herenthout, Bouwel, Grobbendonk, Pulle, Pulderbos, 
Zandhoven, Oelegem, Schilde, ’s-Gravenwezel, Schoten plus 3,5 local laps in an eight shape.  
Total 242 km.  

The decision: Eddy Merckx leaves Domingo Perurena. 



Eddy Merckx 
(°Meensel-Kiezegem 17.06.1945)   

 
Eddy has struck again … and added the 
Scheldeprijs to his already impressive list of 
victories. This is already his 25th win that season! 
He at the same time achieved something unique: 
to win the Scheldeprijs with the world champion 
jersey on his shoulders.  In 2006, Tom Boonen will 
achieve the same.  

  René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
142 participants  
1. Eddy Merckx, 224 km in 5h31m (40,604 km/h); 2. Herman Vanspringel at 10”; 3. Willy 
Planckaert at 20”; 4. Martin Van den Bossche; 5. Gilbert Wuytack; 6. Walter Godefroot; 7. 
Ronald De Witte at 35”; 8. Jos Abelshausen; 9. Jos van Beers (Ned); 10. August Herijgers; 11. 
Georges Pintens; 12. Frans Verhaegen; 13. Willy Abbeloos; 14. Rinus Wagtmans (Ned); 15. 
Van der Slagmolen Herman;  
16. Romain Maes; 17. Ludo Van Staeyen; 18. Harry Jansen (Ned); 19. Roger Loysch (Zonhoven); 20. Marc 
Demeyer; 21. Ludo Van der Linden; 22. Jan Van de Wiele; 23. Eddy Reniers; 24. Domingo Perurena (Spa); 25. 
Roger Rosiers; 26. Santiago Lazcano (Spa); 27. Vicente Lopez-Carril (Spa); 28. Frans Kerremans; 29. Herman 
Beyssens; 30. Juan Zurano (Spa); 31. Eric Wijckaert; 32. Walter Planckaert. 



The weather is really nice and plenty of cycling stars takes part in the event. Verstraeten, De Geest, 
Delcroix and Huysmans go in the break and take an advantage of three minutes but they are caught 
at km 155.  After that many other riders also try to attack but no way for them till Demeyer, Verreydt, 
Maertens, Spruyt, Debuysschere and Pauwels are able to go and increase the gap with the main 
pack. They reach the finish together and 21 years old Freddy Maertens wins the sprint.  

61st SCHELDEPRIJS  

July 31 

ROADMAP  
Schoten, Brecht, Hoogstraten, Merksplas, Westerlo, Averbode, Heist-op-den-Berg, Berlaar, Nijlen, 
Grobbendonk, Pulderbos, Zandhoven, Oelegem, Schilde, ’s-Gravenwezel, Schoten (196 km) and 
three local laps in an eight shape, total 245 km. 



Freddy Maertens 
(°Nieuwpoort 13.02.1952)   

 
Freddy was able to win (almost) everything: sprinting 
and time-trial were his specialties. He only got in 
trouble in high mountain races.   
His main victories are the following ones :  two times 
world champion (’76 and ’81), 15 stages in the Tour 
de France and three times winner of the points 
classification (’76, ’78, ’81), Tour of Spain where he 
also won 13 stages  (’77), Ghent-Wevelgem ’75 and 
’76, Amstel Gold Race ’76, Grand Prix des Nations 
’76, Paris-Brussels ’75, Paris-Tours ’76, Paris-Nice 
’77, Champion of Belgium ’76, Brabant Arrow ‘76, 
Circuit Het Volk ’77 and’78. He won that edition of the 
Scheldeprijs while achieving his first complete 
season within the professional category. This is also 
his first big win.   

René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
105 participants  
1. Freddy Maertens, 245 km in 5h54m (41,525 km/h); 2. Louis Verreydt; 3. Marc Demeyer; 4. 
Christian Debuysschere; 5. Daniël Pauwels; 6. Jos Spruyt; 7. Bernard Bourguignon at 2’05”; 
8. Harm Ottenbros (Ned); 9. Eddy Merckx; 10. Ludo Van Staeyen; 11. Walter Godefroot; 12. 
Giovanni Jimenez (Col); 13. Ronald De Witte; 14. Georges Pintens; 15. Raf Hooyberghs;  
16. Ludo Van der Linden; 17. Johan van Katwijk (Ned); 18. Albert Van Vlierberghe; 19. William Bilsland (Gbr); 
20. Gustaaf Van Roosbroeck at 2’50”; 21. Michel Pollentier at 2’55”; 22. Henk Benjamins (Ned); 23. Vic Van 
Schil; 24. Emile Bodart; 25. Jean-Pierre Berckmans; 26. Maurice Dury; 27. Romain Maes; 28. Noël 
Vantyghem; 29. Luc D’Hondt; 30. Robert De Guchtenaere; 31. Dieudonné Depireux; 32. Brian Jolly (Gbr); 33. 
Roger Swerts; 34. Ghislain Van Landeghem; 35. Englebert Opdebeeck; 36. Jos Abelshausen; 37. Marcel 
Maes; 38. Phil Bayton (Gbr); 39. Eddy Moreels at 3’30”; 40. Ernie Wielandt at 4’; 41. André Peirsman; 42. 
Frans Mintjens; 43. Frans Verhaegen; 44. Alain Vasseur (Fra); 45. Mathijs de Koning (Ned); 46. André 
Dierickx; 47. Franky Ebo; 48. Raymond Steegmans; 49. Lucien De Brauwere; 50. Jos van Beers (Ned). 



After a very moved race, Herman Vanspringel, Englebert Op de Beeck and Julien Stevens attacked at 
ten kilometers from the finish and they immediately increase the gap. Marc Demeyer is the only one 
able to bridge the gap. Stevens and Op de Beeck take respectively the second and the third place. 
Vanspringel is caught by the bunch that sprint for the third place. Willy Planckaert wins the sprint of 
the bunch.  

62nd SCHELDEPRIJS  

July 30 

ROADMAP  
Schoten, Brecht, Loenhout, Meer, Minderhout, Hoogstraten, Rijkevorsel, Merksplas, Beerse, Geel, 
Tongerlo, Westerlo, Averbode, Heist-op-den-Berg, Itegem, Nijlen, Herenthout, Grobbendonk, Pulle, 
Pulderbos, Zandhoven, Oelegem, Schilde, ’s-Gravenwezel, Schoten (191 km) and 3,5 local laps. 
Total 246 km.  



Marc Demeyer 
(°Avelgem 19.04.1950-+Merelbeke 

20.01.1982)   
 

Together with Michel Pollentier and Freddy 
Maertens, Marc formed the fabulous Flandria trio. 
Even if he most of the time had to work for his 
leaders, he also won some very important events : 
Paris-Roubaix in 1976, Paris-Brussels in 1974, the 
GP Isbergues in 1972, Dwars door België  in 1973, 
the Scheldeprijs in 1974 and in 1977, two stages of 
the Tour de France and two stages of the Giro. He 
won 53 races during his career. After achieving a 
bad season in 1981 he nevertheless had a contract 
with team Splendor for the season 1982. He died in 
a unexpected way early in the morning of 
Wednesday 20 January 1982 even before the start 
of the season…     

René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
120 participants 
1. Marc Demeyer, 246 km in 5h30m (44,727 km/h); 2. Julien Stevens; 3. Englebert 
Opdebeeck; 4. Willy Planckaert; 5. Rik Van Linden; 6. Frans Verbeeck; 7. Herman Vrijders; 8. 
Roy Schuiten (Ned); 9. Piet van Katwijk (Ned); 10. Roger Rosiers; 11. Jos Abelshausen; 12. 
Roger Swerts; 13. Raf Hooyberghs; 14. Wilfried Wesemael; 15. Franco Bitossi (Ita);  
16. Leon Thomas; 17. René Pijnen (Ned); 18. Gust Herijgers; 19. Christian Debuysschere; 20. Willem 
Peeters; 21. Frans Verhaegen; 22. Ludo Delcroix; 23. Raymond Steegmans; 24. Jean-Pierre Berckmans; 25. 
Donald Allan (Aus); 26. Marc Lievens; 27. Herman Van der Slagmolen; 28. Gustaaf Van Roosbroeck; 29. 
Maurice Dury; 30. Lieven Malfait; 31. Dieudonné Depireux; 32. Herman Vanspringel; 33. Ludo Van Staeyen; 
34. Ronny Van Marcke; 35. Fedor den Hertog (Ned); 36. Antoine Agten; 37. Jos Huysmans; 38. Tony 
Gakens; 39. Marcel Laurens; 40. Brian Joly (Gbr); 41. Eric Leman; 42. Guido Van Sweevelt; 43. Georges 
Pintens; 44. Eddy Verstraeten; 45. Julien Van Lint; 46. Ronny Van de Vijver; 47. Willy Govaerts; 48. Arthur 
Van de Vijver; 49. Ronald De Witte; 50. Roger Van de Maele; 51. Ghislain Van Landeghem.  



112 professional riders were on the start line in Schoten. The decisive breakaway took place at ten 
km from the finish. Teirlinck, Demeyer, De Witte, Verbeeck, Thurau, André Delcroix, Verbeeck and 
Ludo Peeters went then in the attack. Van de Wiele and De Geest in a first time and De Cauwer, 
Roger De Vlaeminck and Frans Van Looy a little later closed the bridge with the leaders. Ronald De 
Witte attacked from that small group and Thurau was the only rider able to stay in his wheel. But 
Ronald, who had plenty of experience, had no difficulty to beat the 21 years old German in the sprint.  

63rd SCHELDEPRIJS 

July 29 

ROADMAP 
Schoten, Brecht, Loenhout, Meer, Minderhout, Hoogstraten, Rijkevorsel, Merksplas, Beerse, Geel, 
Tongerlo, Westerlo, Averbode,  Heist-op-den-Berg, Itegem, Nijlen, Herenthout, Grobbendonk, Pulle, 
Pulderbos, Zandhoven, Oelegem, Schilde, ’s-Gravenwezel, Schoten 191 km and 3,5 local laps.  
Total 246 km.  



Ronald De Witte 
(°Wilrijk 21.10.1946)   

 
Ronald was a professional rider between 1969 and 
1982. He took part in many international races. He 
participated in nine Tour, five Giro, and four Tour of 
Switzerland. He won two stages in the Tour de 
France. He finished twice the Giro in the sixth 
overall position (’77 and ’78) and won the famous 
and really tough mountain stage that finished at the 
top of Il Ciocco.  Amongst his main victories we find 
the GP Fourmies ’72, the Scheldeprijs ’75 and 
Tours-Versailles ’76.  
 

René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
112 participants  
1. Ronald De Witte, 246 km in 5h44m30s (42,360 km/h); 2. Didi Thurau (Dui); 3. Freddy 
Maertens at 11”; 4. Roger De Vlaeminck; 5. Frans Verbeeck; 6. Marc Demeyer; 7. Jos 
Abelshausen; 8. Frans Van Looy; 9. Eric Van de Wiele; 10. José De Cauwer; 11. Jan van Katwijk 
(Ned); 12. Willy De Geest; 13. Jean Van der Stappen; 14. Michel Pollentier; 15. Gunther Haritz 
(Dui);  
16. André Delcroix; 17. Ludo Peeters; 18. Jos Jacobs; 19. Hennie Kuiper (Ned); 20. Georges Pintens at 16”; 21. 
Jean-Pierre Baert at 40”; 22. Herman Vrijders; 23. Willy Teirlinck; 24. Ronny De Bisschop; 25. Bert Pronk (Ned); 
26. Bernard Draux; 27. Ferdinand Bracke; 28. Louis Verreydt at 45”; 29. Walter Naegels at 50”; 30. Benny 
Schepmans; 31. Eddy Van Hoof; 32. Willy Govaerts; 33. Ludo Van Staeyen; 34. Frans Kerremans; 35. Willem 
Peeters; 36. Leon Thomas; 37. Jean-Luc Yansenne; 38. Gustaaf Van Roosbroeck; 39. Ghislain Van Landeghem; 
40. Marcel Laurens; 41. Dave Lloyd (Gbr); 42. Englebert Opdebeeck; 43. Alfons De Bal; 44. Aad van den Hoek 
(Ned); 45. Eric Leman; 46. Giovanni Jimenez (Col); 47. Ludo Delcroix; 48. Ward Janssens; 49. Guido Van 
Sweevelt; 50. Frans Van Vlierberghe; 51. Guy Minsart; 52. Willy Scheers; 53. Albert Van Vlierberghe; 54. Theo 
Smit (Ned).  



Karel Rottiers is the rider who broke in the very first kilometers of the race. The gap with the bunch 
reached several minutes and he remained alone in the lead during nothing less than 120 km. Freddy 
Maertens was the strongest guy in the final and thanks to his work a pack of twenty riders took the 
lead. Staf Van Roosbroeck was the fastest in the sprint and he beat Frans Verbeeck and Roger De 
Vlaeminck. Nevertheless, Staf was later disqualified because of a positive anti-doping test.    

64th SCHELDEPRIJS 

July 27 

ROADMAP 
Schoten, Brecht, Loenhout, Meer, Minderhout, Hoogstraten, Rijkevorsel, Merksplas, Beerse, Geel, 
Tongerlo, Westerlo, Averbode, Heist-op-den-Berg, Itegem, Nijlen, Herenthout, Grobbendonk, Pulle, 
Pulderbos, Zandhoven, Oelegem, Schilde, ’s-Gravenwezel, Schoten 191 km and three and a half 
local laps. Total 246 km. 



Frans Verbeeck 
(°Langdorp 13.06.1941)   

 
Frans Verbeeck turned twice a professional: from 
1963 to 1966 and later again from 1968 to 1977. 
The first time he got very few results but things 
were completely different the second time. He won 
the Belgian Championship in 1971, the Amstel 
Gold Race in 1971, the Flèche Wallonne in 1974, 
the Het Volk Circuit in 1970 and 1972, the 
Scheldeprijs in 1976, The Brabant Arrow in 1977, 
the Tour of Luxemburg in 1975 and 1976, the Tour 
de l’Oise in 1970 and many top places in most of 
the classics.     
After his career, Frans started a flourishing 
sportswear trade and the businessman was maybe 
even more successful than the cycling champion!  
 

René Vermeiren 

RESULT  
138 participants  
1. Frans Verbeeck, 246 km in 5h45m50s (42,679 km/h); 2. Roger De Vlaeminck; 3. X…(1); 4. 
Frans Van Looy; 5. Jos Jacobs; 6. Eric Leman; 7. Marc Demeyer; 8. Ludo Van Staeyen; 9. 
Willem Peeters; 10. Ludo Peeters; 11. Eric Van de Wiele; 12. André Dierickx; 13. Ronan De 
Meyer; 14. Freddy Maertens; 15. Johnny Vanderveken;  
16. Johan De Muynck; 17. Ronald De Witte; 18. Ludo Delcroix; 19. Michel Pollentier; 20. André Delcroix; 21. 
Willy Planckaert at 1’32”; 22. Walter Planckaert; 23. Rik Van Linden; 24. Freddy Libouton; 25. Cees Priem 
(Ned); 26. Geert Malfait; 27. Herman Van der Slagmolen; 28. Serge Van Daele; 29. Herman Vrijders; 30. Jos 
Van de Poel; 31. Luc D’Hondt; 32. Guido Van Sweevelt; 33. X; 34. René Wuyckens; 35. Alain Kaye; 36. Willy 
De Geest; 37. Giovanni Jimenez (Col); 38. Alain Desaever; 39. Paul Huygelen; 40. Englebert Opdebeeck.  
 

(1) Staf Van Roosbroeck, 1st, disqualified for missed anti-doping control 



91 professional riders participate in the 65th Scheldeprijs.  In the large lap Patrick Lefevere and Frans 
“sus” Verhaegen take the lead before being caught by the peleton. At the start of the local tours Eddy 
Peelman breaks away and  Willy Scheers, Marc Demeyer, Ludo Peeters, Willy In ’t Ven and Ronan 
De Meyer join him. The sprint becomes an easy victory for Marc DeMeyer.  

65th SCHELDEPRIJS 

August 2 

ROADMAP  
Schoten, Brecht, Loenhout, Meer, Hoogstraten, Merksplas, Geel, Averbode, Heist-op-den-Berg, 
Nijlen, Grobbendonk, Pulle, Pulderbos, Zandhoven, Halle, St. Antonius, St. Job, ’s-Gravenwezel, 
Schoten (202 km) and three local laps of 16 km in eight shape. Total 250 km.  



Marc Demeyer 
(°Avelgem 19.04.1950-+Merelbeke 

20.01.1982)   
 

Marc was, together with Michel Pollentier and Freddy 
Maertens, the “supertrio”of  Flandria. Although his 
victory list is not as long as the other two team 
members, it is still impressive : Parijs-Roubaix ’76, 
Parijs-Brussel ’74, GP Isbergues ’72, Dwars door 
België ’73, Scheldeprijs ’74 en ’77, two stages in the  
Tour and two in the Giro. A total of 53 victories. After a 
failed season in ’81 he was offered a new contract 
with Splendor in 1982. He died unexpectedly in the 
early morning of Wednesday January 20, 1982, even 
before riding one kilometer for his new team…  
 

René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
91 participants  
1. Marc Demeyer, 250 km in 5h52m (42,613 km/h); 2. Ludo Peeters; 3. Ronan De Meyer; 4. Eddy 
Peelman; 5. Willy In ’t Ven at 3”; 6. Willy Scheers at 10”; 7. Frank Hoste at 20”; 8. Etienne Van der 
Helst; 9. Roger Verschaeve at 25”; 10. Willem Peeters at 36”; 11. Pol Verschuere; 12. Jean Van 
der Stappen at 40”; 13. Alex Van Linden at 45”; 14. Johan De Muynck at 55”; 15. André Delcroix;  
16. René Dillen; 17. Rik Van Linden at 1’; 18. Guido Van Sweevelt; 19. Frans Van Looy; 20. Rudy Pevenage; 21. 
Eddy Vanhaerens; 22. Wilfried Wesemael; 23. Roger De Vlaeminck; 24. Lieven Malfait; 25. Marc Renier; 26. 
Jackie De Clercq; 27. Jan Aling (Ned); 28. Luc De Keyser; 29. Ludo Van Staeyen; 30. Theo Smit (Ned); 31. Benny 
Schepmans; 32. Frans Verhaegen; 33. Jos Jacobs; 34. Henri Van den Brande; 35. Walter Planckaert ; 36. Ronald 
Bouckaert; 37. Paul Clinckaert; 38. Eric Jacques; 39. Freddy Libouton; 40. Jan Raas (Ned).  



A group with Thurau, Martens, Havik, Ameloot and Van den Hoek has a lead of 11’30” when starting 
the local laps in Schoten . Didi Thurau breaks away sixteen kilometers before the finish and none of 
the other riders in the group are able to follow. Havik and Van den Hoek complete the podium.  

66th SCHELDEPRIJS 

August 1 

ROADMAP 
Schoten, Brecht, Loenhout, Hoogstraten, Merksplas, Kasterlee, Geel, Westerlo, Scherpenheuvel, 
Heist-op-den-Berg, Nijlen, Pulderbos, Zoersel, Schilde, Brecht, Schilde, Schoten and three and a 
half local laps in eight shape. Total 246 km. 



Dietrich Thurau 
(°Frankfurt 09.11.1954)   

 
The stylish Thurau was already a star when he became 
professional at the Raleigh-team of Peter Post at the 
young age of twenty. In ’75 he already became 
Champion of Germany (and 2nd in the Scheldeprijs), in 
’76 he again became national champion and he won 
five stages in the Vuelta ( 4th in the general 
classification). In ’77 he won five stages in the Tour de 
France, 5th in the overall standings and fourteen days in 
the yellow jersey. In the winter periods he won multiple 
track races. In ’78 he won the Scheldeprijs, in ’79 Liege
-Bastogne-Liege. He ended his career in January ’89.  

René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
122 participants 
1. Didi Thurau (Dui), 246 km in 5h45m (42,782 km/h); 2. Martin Havik (Ned) at 1’25”; 3. Aad 
van den Hoek (Ned); 4. René Martens at 1’55”; 5. Danny Ameloot at 2’10”; 6. Alain De Roo at 
9’10”; 7. Gustaaf Van Roosbroeck at 11’; 8. Ferdi van den Haute; 9. Eric Van de Wiele; 10. 
Ronny Bossant; 11. Ludo Delcroix; 12. Eddy Verstraeten; 13. Wim Schroyens; 14. Maurizio 
Bellet (Ita); 15. Willy Scheers at 12’;  
16. Lieven Malfait at 12’20”; 17. Etienne Van der Helst; 18. Hugo Van Gastel; 19. René Van Gils; 20. Jan 
Poelmans at 16’; 21. Dirk Heirweg at 17’20”; 22. Sylvester Aarts (Ned). 



The 1979 Scheldeprijs began with a large lap of 190 km. In it, we noted an attack by Dirk Baert who 
rode solo for about 60 km. Later there was an attack made by six riders including Jos Jacobs. 
Entering Schoten, Ludo Delcroix attacked. On the local lap, a counterattack was mounted that 
included. Freddy Maertens, Herman Vanspringel and Daniël Willems.  
Ludo Delcroix was caught with 10 km to go and then it was the turn of his leader/teammate Daniël 
Willems to attack. The strong man from Kempen broke away and accelerated alone to the finish.  

67th SCHELDEPRIJS  

July 31 

ROADMAP  
Schoten, Brecht, Loenhout, Hoogstraten, Merksplas, Kasterlee, Geel, Averbode, Heist-op-den-
Berg, Nijlen, Herentals, Grobbendonk, Zandhoven, Halle, Schilde, St. Job, ’s-Gravenwezel, 
Schoten and three and a half local laps. Total 251 km.  



Daniël Willems 
(°Herentals 16.08.1956)   

 

along with Fons De Wolf, was the best of his 
generation. He rode professionally between 1978 
until 1985. His biggest successes: Henninger 
Turm (1979), Blois-Chaville (1980), Waalse Pijl 
(1981), Tour of Belgium (1979), Vierdaagse 
Duinkerke (1979), Ruta del Sol (1980), Grand 
Prix Eddy Merckx (1982) and 4 stages in the Tour 
de France. Daniel now runs an insurance agency 
in Vorselaar. 
 

René Vermeiren 

RESULT 
127 participants  
1. Daniël Willems, 251 km in 6h09 (40,813 km/h); 2. Frank Hoste at 1’10”; 3. Alfons De Wolf; 4. 
Gustaaf Van Roosbroeck; 5. Emiel Gijsemans; 6. Marc Renier; 7. Willy Teirlinck; 8. Etienne De 
Beule; 9. Danny Clark (Aus); 10. René Dillen; 11. Ludo Peeters; 12. Ludo Delcroix; 13. Gery 
Verlinden; 14. Walter Godefroot; 15. Herman Vanspringel;  
16. Freddy Maertens at 1’35”; 17. Frans Van Looy at 1’45”; 18. Etienne Van der Helst; 19. Jos Jacobs; 20. Guido 
Van Calster; 21. René Martens; 22. François Caethoven at 2’30”; 23. Dirk Wayenberg; 24. Jos Van de Poel; 25. 
Gerard Blockx; 26. Alain De Roo; 27. Louis Van den Eynde; 28. Carlos Cuyle; 29. Willem Peeters at 2’45”; 30. 
Walter Schoonjans; 31. Leo Van Thielen; 32. Benny Schepmans; 33. Frans Verhaegen; 34. Maurice Vanhee; 35. 
Ludwig Wijnants; 36. Pol Verschuere; 37. Eric Van de Wiele; 38. Jozef Devits at 2’50”; 39. Marcello Osler (Ita) at 
2’50”; 40. Willie Maessen (Ned); 41. Herman Beyssens; 42. Patrick Lerno. 


